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Greek ambassador, Megasthenes, dwelt at his
court. This ambassador kept a kind of diary from
which we can learn much about India of that
time and about the reign of Chandra Gupta.
The most important sovereign of the Maurya
dynasty wras Asoka, who succeeded to the throne
in 273 B.C. He, however, did not come to the
throne as an inexperienced youth. He already had
some experience as a ruler, for he had acted as
governor first of the north-west province and
later on of western India. At the capitals of both
the provinces, Takshasila and Ujjain, he had seen
some glories of Aryan culture, for both these
places were centres of learning. It is therefore
no wonder that even as a young man he acquired
some love of Aryan philosophy* For many years,
however, his chief interest was not philosophy but
war. It is said that even his accession to the
throne was not very peaceful. His coronation was
delayed for four years because of some troubles
in the kingdom. At last peace was established
because the emperor lopped off the tallest trees in
the royal garden; that is to say, he put an end to
the lives of all those princes who were his rivals.
For an account of the reign of Asoka we
get much information from his edicts or pro-
clamations which were inscribed on stone pillars
or on rocks. It is not known how many edicts he
issued, but we know that thirty-four have been
discovered. These give information of various